Troop 48 – Backpacking 101 at Big Hill Pond State Park – Trip Plan
November 14-15, 2020

Big Hill Pond State Park
· Big Hill Pond State Park received its name from the 35-acre Big Hill Pond which was created in 1853 when soil was scooped from a borrow pit to build a levee across the Tuscumbia and Cypress Creek bottoms for the Memphis to Charleston Railroad. 
· Saturday morning the Troop will meet at the Visitor’s Center at 9:00 AM.
· We will backpack to the Grassy Point Shelter on Travis McNatt Lake; aprox. 5.6 miles.
· Sunday we will hike to the Look Out Tower for breakfast and a view of the fall colors.  Afterward we will hike back to the Visitor Center and be ready for pick up by 2:00 PM.

· Directions: Big Hill Pond is approximately 73 miles from Faith Presbyterian Church on Hwy 57.
· Hwy 57; McNairy County
· 1435 John Howell Road

· Pocahontas, TN

· Ranger’s Office 731-645-7967

Weather  

High near 70, low in the 40’s.  20% chance of rain.
Transportation:  Via personal vehicles

Schedule:

· Parents should make their own arrangements for the scout to be at the visitor center by 9:00 AM Saturday.  They are free to leave immediately as long as we have enough adults to fulfill Youth Protection Guidelines.
· Parents should plan to pick up their scout at the Visitor Center at 2:00 pm Sunday
Dress Code:
· Scouts are not required to travel in uniform.  Please come prepared to hike.
Other Important Information:

· Bring a bag lunch that you can carry on the trail.

· Come with your water bottles full.  Water sources are limited until we get to camp.  
· The troop will provide a hearty Mountain House freeze dried meal for dinner and breakfast.  We will also provide lunch on Sunday.  

· Don't forget rain gear - Be Prepared 
Attending:

	
	
	
	

	Scouts
	
	Adults
	 

	Owen Jordan-ASPL
	
	Matt Jordan(0)
	

	Josef Lee
	
	Brian Issing(2)
	

	Rodney Donald
	
	Rodney Donald(2)
	

	Drew Ebbs - CA
	
	Michael Ebbs(0)
	

	Nathan Ebbs 
	
	 
	

	Dorian Hardin
	
	Rob Ragland(2)
	

	 
	
	John Dockstader
	

	Elliot Ragland - QM
	
	Chuck Utterback
	

	Jason Dockstader
	
	B Snyder(0)
	

	Miller Utterback
	
	Bo Hormberg(0)
	

	Colin Gulati-PL
	
	Richard Ralph(2)
	

	Justin Tran-APL
	
	10
	

	Anh Tran-TG
	
	
	

	12
	 
	Total attending
	22


HIKING PLAN

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Day 1
	
	Day 2
	
	

	
	Distance
	
	
	
	

	Start and finish at visitor center 
	
	
	Grassy Point Shelter to Lookout tower
	1.35
	

	Visitor center to Grassy Point shelter
	0.2
	
	
	0.85
	

	
	0.45
	
	
	0.35
	

	
	0.65
	
	
	0.25
	

	
	1
	
	
	2.8
	

	Lake route
	2.3
	
	Lookout tower to Visitor Center
	0.7
	

	Rocky knob Trail to Horse Trail to Dry ridge Trail
	0.2
	
	
	0.5
	

	
	0.15
	
	
	0.25
	

	
	0.4
	
	
	0.6
	

	
	0.1
	
	
	1.2
	

	
	0.2
	
	
	0.3
	

	
	0.65
	
	
	0.45
	

	
	0.3
	
	
	0.2
	

	
	1.7
	
	
	4.2
	

	
	0.2
	
	Day 2 Total
	7
	

	
	0.4
	
	
	
	

	
	1.35
	
	
	
	

	
	5.65
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